
Welcome back… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK 
While the focus of this column is once again a celebration of our 
academic success in 2015 it would be remiss of me not to make 
mention of an outstanding Athletics sports day on Tuesday.  While 
the sweltering heat and the incredible talent of so many athletes 
were undoubted highlights, the real point of pride for me was the 
unity and school spirit that was so abundantly clear.  To see and 
hear 1000 boys encouraging one another, celebrating each other’s 
successes and just having a good time in each other’s company was 
an absolute delight.  It was a great insight into the heart of the 
school and the culture of inclusiveness, competitiveness and fun 
that we have built over numerous years.  Tuesday reinforced why I 
love what I do and why this school holds such a special place in so 
many people’s hearts. 
In last week’s edition I highlighted the outstanding NCEA pass rates 
and the sublime Scholarship results that our students attained.  In 
this edition it is worthwhile looking at the Certificate 
Endorsements achieved by a very good proportion of students 
across the senior school. 
 
The table below tells the story: 

Certificate Endorsements 

 Endorsed 
with 
Excellence 
King’s 

National 
Average 

National Boys 
Average 

Year 11 39 (20%) 18.8% 12% 
Year 12 33 (18.4%) 14.7% 10.1% 
Year 13 11 (9.5%) 13.8% 10.7% 

 

 Endorsed 
with Merit  
King’s 

National 
Average 

National Boys 
Average 

Year 11 61 (31.3%) 35.3% 31.4% 
Year 12 37 (20.7%) 27% 22.1% 
Year 13 39 (33.6%) 29.1% 25.4% 

 
 
To have 83 students in the senior school gain Excellence Certificate 
Endorsements and a further 137 gain Merit Certificate 
Endorsements is something to celebrate.  The percentages shown 
in the table represent the proportion of students who, having 
gained their NCEA Certificate at a specific level, were actually 
successful at having their Certificate endorsed with either Merit or 
Excellence.  For example at Year 11 20% of all the King’s Year 11 
students who passed NCEA Level 1 gained their Level 1 Certificate 
at Excellence.  Given our exceptionally high pass rates (well in 
excess of national averages) to get Endorsement percentages that 
match and exceed national averages is a significant achievement 
and a reflection of the calibre of the teaching and the tenacity and 
commitment of our young men.  I continue to be amazed by the 
talents our young men possess and inspired by their desire to 
extend themselves and excel.  I am certain the 2016 groups can 
match the feats of their predecessors.  It will be another exciting 
year.  Watch this space.             
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WORDS OF WISDOM 
10 out of the 13 students who gained scholarship last year returned 
to school on Thursday to address the senior assembly. Afterwards, 
they met with Year 12 and 13 students who are aiming for 
scholarship this year so that they could offer words of advice and 
encouragement. 
 

 

 
RECORDS BROKEN AT ATHLETICS DAY 

 

Under 14 
100m  Flynn Murdoch    11.72 seconds  
(TBC Ly run in the heats) 
200m  Flynn Murdoch  = the record of 25.07 seconds  
(TBC Ly run in the heats) 
Long Jump Keanu Vanisi   5.48m 
 

Under 16 
200m   Josiah Lesa  22.82 seconds 
 

Under 18 
400m  Felix McDonald  51.35 seconds 
Long Jump Felix McDonald  7.08m 
Below; Felix breaks the Long Jump record. More photos on page 3. 
 

 
 

http://www.kingshigh.school.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT ? 
There was so much happening within the Science department last 
year and we were pleased with our results, which were topped off 
with two Scholarships in Biology, two Scholarships in Chemistry, 
and two Scholarships (one outstanding) in Physics.  There were 10 
students who earned an A in their Cambridge exams with two of 
these students earning A star which is the top mark. These 
students are doing a Yr. 11 Science extension programme this year.    
We are excited about the year ahead in the Science department.  
 
We welcome Michelle Chapman who is teaching Jr. Science as well 
as Yr. 11 Science and Yr. 12 Biology.  There are many opportunities 
available this year. Mr. Higashatani will be running a Jr. Science 
club where students can work towards science badges.  Hopefully, 
some of these mini investigations will lead to Science Fair projects.  
Mr. Bleckinger is running the Experiencing Marine Reserves 
programme with Andrew Penniket and 25 of our Year 9 and 10 
students.  It was a big success last year with two of our students 
winning an all expenses paid trip to the Poor Knights Marine 
reserve.  
There are a large number of opportunities available to Senior 
students as well and these include ICAS, Marine Studies, Powering 
Potential, Bright Sparks, Sr. Science Quiz, opportunities with the 
New Zealand Royal Society and many more.  It will be important 
for students to keep an eye out in the notices, King’s Week and the 
library for these opportunities.  Last year we had two students 
accepted into prestigious groups; Phillip Anderson was involved 
with Powering Potential and was 1 of 10 students selected from 
the South Island.  Sam van der Weerden was chosen to attend the 
International Science camp, which was held in Sydney.    
 
Most the Yr. 12 and 13 specialist Science subjects will be taking 
trips to the University as well as around the local area, which will 
give them hands on Science experience.   
 
This week we had the pleasure of Lynnette Brownfield speaking to 
the Yr. 13 Biology classes about Genetic Modification - the Science 
involved as well as the pros and cons.  Lynnette works in the 
Biochemistry unit at University of Otago.  
 
Science Opportunities: 
 

¶ Applications are now open for Royal Society Competitions and 
Camps.  Follow the link, which takes you to their page.  
Students who would like to enter any of these should 
download the information and then see Mrs. Jopson for 
support to complete the application. These application take a 
couple weeks to process and the deadline is in March so it is 
important to get onto them asap.   

 
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/programmes/competitions/intern
ational-secondary/ 
 

¶ There is also lecture being held on March 17th which is 
suitable for our Yr. 11 – 13 students.  

http://www.festival.co.nz/2016/events/new-age-genomics/ 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 
Athletics 

Sam Gouverneur who has been selected this week in the NZ Youth 
Athletics Team to compete in the 400m, 800m and the relays 
events  at the Oceania Regional games to be held in Papette, Tahiti 
from the 7th -9th April 2016.Great reward for some very consistent 
performances.  

 
 

Hockey 
Dylan Thomas who was selected in the NZ Maori Men’s Hockey 
Team which will be travelling to Hawkes Bay, to participate in the 
Hockey NZ Affiliates Tournament from 2–9 April 2016. Dylan will 
compete against teams from Australia, Hong Kong, NZ Indians, NZ 
Universities and NZ National Senior Team. 

 
Softball 

Congratulations to Damian Samson who has been selected to 
represent the ISA NZ U15 Boy’s Softball team to play in Sydney, 
Australia in October this year. 
 

BMX 
D’Arcy Edmunds was placed 3rd in the Open Men’s Superclass  at 
the Dunedin BMX open event last weekend competing against 
riders from Canterbury, Southland and Otago. 
 

Rowing 
Last Saturday the King’s Rowing Crews started the 2016 season off 
in fine style at Otago Secondary Schools Rowing Regatta on the 
Otago Harbour. 
Results 
1st Place 
Senior Boys’ Quad: M Anderson/ J Laney/K Hughes / M Booth    
1st Place 
Senior Boys’ Four: M Anderson,/ J Laney, /K Hughes/  M Booth   
1st Place 
Senior Boys’ Double: M Anderson/J Laney                                        
3rd Place 
 Senior Boys’ Double: M Booth/K Hughes                                        
1st Place 
Senior Boys’ Single: J Laney                                                             
2nd Place 
Intermediate Boys’ Quad: T Lock/ C Booth,/ G Gibson /A Brown       
2nd Place 
Intermediate Boys’ Four: T Lock/C Booth/A Brown/G Gibson              
2nd Place 
Intermediate Boys’ Double: T Lock/C Booth                                             
2nd Place 
Intermediate Boys’ Single: A Brown                                                          
3rd Place 
Intermediate Boys’ Single: T Lock                                                              
1st Place 
Novice Boys’ Single: T Jones & T Ockwell                                                 
       

 

http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/programmes/competitions/international-secondary/
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/programmes/competitions/international-secondary/
http://www.festival.co.nz/2016/events/new-age-genomics/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A T H L E T I C S  S P O R T S  D A Y  2 0 1 6  



 
 

 

 
 

 

BECAUSE THERE’S ROOM – MORE PHOTOS FROM THE PAST 

TWO WEEKS OF SCHOOL. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ADMINISTERING MEDICATION TO STUDENTS 
Some students are required to take prescription medication 
throughout the day. 
The process for facilitating this is as follows: 

¶ Medication is to be hand delivered to the school office by a 
parent or caregiver.  Students are NOT permitted to deliver 
medications. 

¶ An Administering Medication form is to be completed by a 
parent or caregiver and pharmacy label instructions are to be 
provided.  Where possible, medication is to be submitted in its 
original packaging.  Office staff will attach a photograph of 
your son to the form as a further checking mechanism. 

¶ Medication will be dispensed by the Attendance Officer from 
the Attendance Office. 

¶ A parent or caregiver will be notified if the student fails to 
turn up for their medication. 

WEEKLY NOTES SYSTEM 
A student’s progress in regard to his application and effort is 
assessed by the Weekly Notes which begin this week. 
All Students receive a grade from “5” (Personal Excellence) to “1” 
(referral from class or incomplete homework). 
The following are indicators for the grades available in Weekly 

Notes. 

What we see in a student who gains a “5”.  

- Student produces a piece of work or result of an “exceptional 

and outstanding” standard. 

What we see in a student who gains a “4”.  

- Student applies himself fully to his work, reflecting personal 

excellence. 

What we see in a student who gains a “3”. 

- Student applies himself to consistently meet the classroom 

expectations. 

What we see in a student who gains a “2”. 

- Student does not meet expectations in terms of their 

application to tasks assigned and their behaviour. 

What we see in a student who gains a “1”. 

- Student has been “referred” from class. 

- Student has not completed homework task(s) for the week. 

 

STILL SEARCHING FOR 2ND HAND BIKES 
A huge thank you to the people at Spokes and Carol Tippet for the 
donation of two bikes to help our international students get 
around and discover Dunedin whilst they are here at King’s. 
We are still on the look out for a couple more bikes. 
If you have a bike that is in reasonable condition that you would 
like to donate to the International Department please contact Julie 
Collings at school on 45557547. 
We would love to hear from you! 
 

KHS WINTER JACKETS 
This week we are taking orders for King’s High School Winter 
Jackets.  
Closing date for taking orders is Monday 29th February. 
The winter jackets are waterproof, with hood attached in the 
collar, are longer in length and can be worn to winter sports etc. 
  Seniors can also wear the jacket over their blazers. 
Cost is $120.00.  Payment is required on collection of jacket. 
Please phone the school office if you wish to place an order. 
 
 

NOTICES 


